BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS BY: MARI ALLEN
Children’s Specialist & School Partners Program Coordinator, Book Passage, Corte Madera
PICTURE BOOKS
I Am Every Good Thing by Derrick Barnes. The confident Black narrator of this book is
proud of everything that makes him who he is. He's got big plans, and no doubt he'll see
them through--as he's creative, adventurous, smart, funny, and a good friend.
Sometimes he falls, but he always gets back up. And other times he's afraid, because
he's so often misunderstood and called what he is not. So slow down and really look
and listen, when somebody tells you--and shows you--who they are. There are
superheroes in our midst! Grade level : Preschool - 2
Kamala and Maya's Big Idea by Meena Harris. This is the uplifting tale of how the
author’s aunt and mother first learned to persevere in the face of disappointment and
turned a dream into reality. This is a story of children’s ability to make a difference and
of a community coming together to transform their neighborhood. Grade level :
Preschool - 3
Superheroes are Everywhere by Kamala Harris. In this empowering
and joyful picture book that speaks directly to kids, Kamala Harris takes readers
through her life and shows them that the power to make the world a better place is
inside all of us. And with fun and engaging art by Mechal Renee Roe, as well as a guide
to being a superhero at the end, this book is sure to have kids taking up the superhero
mantle (cape and mask optional). Grade level : Preschool - 2
If You Come To Earth by Sophie Blackall. If You Come to Earth is a glorious guide to our
home planet, and a call for us to take care of both Earth and each other. This stunning
book is inspired by the thousands of children Sophie Blackall has met during her travels
around the world in support of UNICEF and Save the Children. This is an engaging
storybook about a single curious and imaginative child, Simultaneously funny and
touching and carries a clear message about the need to care for the earth and each
other. Grade level : Kindergarten - 3
The Power of Yet by Maryann Cocca-Leffler. This charming picture book tells the
story of one small piglet who uses the Power of Yet to conquer frustration. While it
may not be possible to perfectly flip pancakes or play the violin yet, with practice
and patience and courage and grit, anything is possible! Grade level : Preschool Kindergarten
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Rita and Ralph's Rotten Day by Deedy and Oswald. So begins the story of Rita
and Ralph. Every day they meet to play beneath the apple tree. It's always fun
and games -- until one roundly rotten day when a new game means someone
ends up crying. Who knew it could be so hard to say "I'm sorry"? Just when it
seems nothing will ever be right again, a surprising thing happens. The old
friends try something new, that isn't new at all. Something they've done a
hundred times. Carmen Agra Deedy's brilliant storytelling combined with Pete
Oswald's spirited illustrations make for a comforting tale of healing and true friendship. Grade level :
Preschool - 3
A Polar Bear in the Snow by Mac Barnett. Follow a magnificent polar bear through a
fantastic world of snow and shockingly blue sea. Over the ice, through the water, past
Arctic animals and even a human . . . where is he going? What does he want?
Acclaimed author Mac Barnett’s narration deftly balances suspense and emotion, as
well as poignant, subtle themes, compelling us to follow the bear with each page turn.
Artist Shawn Harris’s striking torn-paper illustrations layer white-on-white hues, with
bolts of blue and an interplay of shadow and light, for a gorgeous view of a stark yet
beautiful landscape. Grade level : Preschool - 2
When I Draw A Panda by Amy June Bates. “Sometimes when they say to draw
a perfect circle, mine turn out a little wonky. I can draw a perfect fluffy cloud, a
perfect scoop of ice cream, and a perfect flat tire. So when I draw a panda, I
keep drawing more and more not-perfect circles until I see a panda. Then I step
back and think, Does it need something else? He probably needs a hat, and
then he is my panda.” When a girl draws a panda, it comes to life and helps
her embrace her own creativity and unique way of seeing the world. Grade
level : Preschool - 3
Blanket: Journey to Extreme Coziness by Loryn Brantz. From the best-selling author of
Feminist Baby, Feminist Baby Finds Her Voice, and Feminist Baby! He's a Feminist Too!
comes a witty and charming picture book about discovering the power of your blanket.
Readers will learn how to make their own snuggly, cuddly cocoon and all the things you
can do when you feel safe and warm. Your blanket might take you to space, under the
deep blue sea, or anywhere you can imagine. But what happens when you leave your
blanket? Not knowing is scary, but also exciting! Grade level : Preschool - 3
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Outside, Inside by LeUyen Pham. From Caldecott honoree LeUyen Pham, Outside, Inside
is a moving picture book celebrating essential workers and the community coming
together to face the challenges of the global COVID-19 pandemic. Reading age : 3 - 6
years

Jim Curious and the Jungle Journey by Matthias Picard. In Jim Curious and the Jungle
Journey, a young boy goes on an adventure in an old-fashioned diving suit. After waking up
in bed (or is he really awake?), Jim walks through a mirror and into a shallow swamp that
leads to a mysterious island. There, in the jungle, he encounters snakes, monkeys, and a
giant turtle, as well as some creepy-crawly creatures, before discovering an ancient
abandoned temple deep in the heart of the jungle. Grade level : Preschool - 3

Kind by Alex Scheffler. With gorgeous pictures by a host of top illustrators, KIND is a
timely, inspiring picture book about the many ways children can be kind, from sharing
their toys and games to helping those from other countries feel welcome. The book is
endorsed by GRUFFALO illustrator Axel Scheffler, and one pound from the sale of each
printed copy will go to the Three Peas charity, which gives vital help to refugees from
war-torn countries. Reading age : 3 - 8 years

When You Need Wings by Lita Judge. Acclaimed author-illustrator Lita Judge takes
readers on a wonder-filled exploration of a child’s imagination, thoughtfully weaving in a
gentle suggestion of how to explore that bountiful inner world and let it help them shine
with courage in the real one. Grade level : Preschool - 3
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GRAPHIC NOVELS
Mellybean by Mike White. Melly loves to play games. All her feline friends want to do,
though, is take a nap. So when she doesn't leave them alone, the cats trick her into
burying a shoe in the backyard. But the small prank turns into a big problem when Melly
falls down the hole . . . and magically transports her to another world! Grade level : 3 - 7
Donut Feed the Squirrels by Mika Song. Mika Song gives readers
something to laugh at as these squirrels try their hardest to get some donuts while just
about everything goes wrong. A fun "donut caper" graphic novel that focuses on madcap
action, problem-solving, and the power of working together. Grade level : Kindergarten 3
Dog Man: Grime and Punishment by Dav Pilkey. Dog Man's really done it
this time! He hands over his badge and clears out his desk, but while he may be out of a
job, he's not yet out of hope. With his friends at his side, can Dog Man dig himself out of
this hole and paw his way back onto the force? Grade level : 2 and up
Hazardous Tales series by Nathan Hale. Nathan Hale, the author's
historical namesake, was America's first spy, a Revolutionary War hero who famously
said "I regret that I have but one life to give for my country" before being hanged by the
British. In the Nathan Hale's Hazardous Tales series, author Nathan Hale channels his
namesake to present history's roughest, toughest, and craziest stories in the graphic
novel format. Grade level: 3-7
Class Act by Jerry Craft. Eighth grader Drew Ellis is no stranger to the saying “You have to
work twice as hard to be just as good.” His grandmother has reminded him his entire life.
But what if he works ten times as hard and still isn’t afforded the same opportunities
that his privileged classmates at the Riverdale Academy Day School take for granted?
Grade Level: 3 - 7
Lightfall by Tim Probert. For fans of Amulet and middle grade readers
who love sweeping worlds like Star Wars, the first book of the Lightfall series introduces
Bea and Cad, two unlikely friends who get swept up in an epic quest to save their world
from falling into eternal darkness. Grade Level: 3 - 7
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When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson. Omar and his younger brother, Hassan,
have spent most of their lives in Dadaab, a refugee camp in Kenya. Life is hard there: never
enough food, achingly dull, and without access to the medical care Omar knows his
nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar has the opportunity to go to school, he knows it
might be a chance to change their future . . . but it would also mean leaving his brother,
the only family member he has left, every day. Grade Level: 4 - 7

NON-FICTION
Claude by Emma Bland Smith. Claude is a celebrity alligator and the mascot
for San Francisco's California Academy of Sciences. His story started almost 25
years ago in Louisiana, where he hatched out of his egg to discover he looked
different from the other hatchlings. They were green and Claude was white.
The other hatchings avoided him, and his color made him vulnerable to
predators. So Claude went to a special zoo that cared for alligators where he
lived in a pen by himself. Now he was safe--but alone. Grade level : Preschool
-3
Above the Rim: How Elgin Baylor Changed Basketball by Jen Bryant and Frank
Morrison. AUTHOR Hall-of-famer Elgin Baylor was one of basketball’s all-time-greatest
players—an innovative athlete, team player, and quiet force for change. One of the first
professional African-American players, he inspired others on and off the court. But
when traveling for away games, many hotels and restaurants turned Elgin away because
he was black. One night, Elgin had enough and staged a one-man protest that captured
the attention of the press, the public, and the NBA. Grade level : Preschool - 3

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS BY: MARI ALLEN
Children’s Specialist & School Partners Program Coordinator, Book Passage, Corte Madera
Life Size Animals by Rita Mabel Schiavo. Could you picture the size of a tiger’s face, or
an elephant’s tail, or an ostrich’s egg? Life-Size Animals shows the actual size of your
favorite animals’ tongues, teeth, claws, eggs, tails, and more. It encourages readers to
compare the sizes of the different animals to themselves—seeing how long their
tongues are compared to a giraffe’s or how big their teeth are compared to a great
white shark’s—and it helps to put in context just how big or small these incredible
creatures are. Packed with facts and breathtaking illustrations, this is the kind of book
that curious readers can pore over for hours and return to again and again. Grade level : 1 - 4

Becoming Muhammad Ali by James Patterson and Kwame Alexander. Before he was a
household name, Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles like any other. Kwame Alexander
and James Patterson join forces to vividly depict his life up to age seventeen in both prose
and verse, including his childhood friends, struggles in school, the racism he faced, and his
discovery of boxing. Readers will learn about Cassius' family and neighbors in Louisville,
Kentucky, and how, after a thief stole his bike, Cassius began training as an amateur boxer
at age twelve. Before long, he won his first Golden Gloves bout and began his
transformation into the unrivaled Muhammad Ali. Grade level : 3 - 7

This is Your Time by Ruby Bridges. Written as a letter from civil rights activist and icon
Ruby Bridges to the reader, This Is Your Time is both a recounting of Ruby’s experience
as a child who had to be escorted to class by federal marshals when she was chosen to
be one of the first black students to integrate into New Orleans’ all-white public school
system and an appeal to generations to come to effect change. Grade level : 5 - 6

The Librarian of Auschwitz by Antonio Iturbe. As a young girl, Dita is imprisoned by the
Nazis at Auschwitz. Taken from her home in Prague in 1939, Dita does her best to adjust to
the constant terror of her new reality. But even amidst horror, human strength and
ingenuity persevere. When Jewish leader Fredy Hirsch entrusts Dita with eight precious
volumes the prisoners have managed to sneak into the camp, She embraces the
responsibility―and so becomes the librarian of Auschwitz. Grade level : 7 - 9
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EARLY CHAPTER BOOKS
The Questioneers series by Andrea Beatty. Three cheers for The Questioneers! Celebrate
STEM and the power of perseverance with this 3-book boxed set that includes the beloved
New York Times bestselling picture books Iggy Peck, Architect; Rosie Revere, Engineer; and
Ada Twist, Scientist. It’s the perfect gift for fans and new readers alike! Grade level :
Kindergarten - 2
Mac B Spy Kid series by Mac Barnett. Mac B. is on a madcap adventure in this New York
Times bestselling series! This time a stolen raven threatens to topple the Queen... and it's
up to Mac to smackdown his KGB rival once and for all! Grade level : 2 - 5
I Want To Sleep Under the Stars by Mo Willems. In I Want to Sleep Under
the Stars, Zoom Squirrel dreams of sleeping under the night stars. The
Squirrel pals are excited to help! But will their encouragement be enough-or too much? Do
you know more about sleeping under the stars than the Squirrels do? You will by the end
of this book! Grade level : Preschool - 3
Princess Cora and the Crocodile by Laura Amy Schlitz. Princess Cora is sick of boring
lessons. She’s sick of running in circles around the dungeon gym. She’s sick, sick, sick of
taking three baths a day. And her parents won’t let her have a dog. But when she writes
to her fairy godmother for help, she doesn’t expect that help to come in the form of a
crocodile—a crocodile who does not behave properly. With perfectly paced dry comedy,
children’s book luminaries Laura Amy Schlitz and Brian Floca send Princess Cora on a
delightful outdoor adventure — climbing trees! getting dirty! having fun! — while her alter ego wreaks
utter havoc inside the castle, obliging one pair of royal helicopter parents to reconsider their ways.
Grade level : Preschool - 3
Diary of a Wimpy Kid #15: The Deep End by Jeff Kinney. In The Deep End, book 15 of
the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series from #1 international bestselling author Jeff Kinney,
Greg Heffley and his family hit the road for a cross-country camping trip, ready for the
adventure of a lifetime. But things take an unexpected turn, and they find themselves
stranded at an RV park that’s not exactly a summertime paradise. When the skies open
up and the water starts to rise, the Heffleys wonder if they can save their vacation—or if
they’re already in too deep. Grade level : 3 - 7
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CHAPTER BOOKS
Three Keys (and the prequel, Front Desk) by Kelly Yang. The story of Mia and her family and
friends at the Calivista Motel continues in this powerful, hilarious, and resonant sequel to the
award-winning novel Front Desk. Grade level : 3 - 7
From the Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks. From debut author Janae
Marks comes a captivating story full of heart, as one courageous girl questions assumptions,
searches for the truth, and does what she believes is right—even in the face of great
opposition. Grade level : 3 - 7
The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart. Coyote
hasn’t been home in all that time, but when she learns that the park in her old
neighborhood is being demolished―the very same park where she, her mom, and her
sisters buried a treasured memory box―she devises an elaborate plan to get her dad to
drive 3,600 miles back to Washington state in four days...without him realizing it. Grade
level : 4 - 7
Spindlefish and Stars by Christiane Andrews. Clothilde has lived her whole life in the
shadows with her (sometimes) thieving and (always) ailing father. But when he fails to meet
her one morning, sending her instead a mysterious ticket of half-passage, Clo finds herself
journeying across the sea to reunite with him. Inspired by Greek mythology, this spellbinding
fantasy invites readers to seek connections, to forge their own paths, and to explore the
power of storytelling in our interwoven histories. Grade level : 3 - 7
Orphan Eleven by Gennifer Choldenko. Four orphans have escaped from the Home for
Friendless Children. One is Lucy, who used to talk and sing. No one knows why she
doesn't speak anymore; silence is her protection. The orphans find work and new friends
at a traveling circus. Lucy loves caring for the elephants, but she must be able to speak to
them, and to warn others of danger. If Lucy doesn't find her voice, she'll be left behind
when the circus goes on the rails. Meanwhile, people are searching for Lucy, and her
puzzling past is about to catch up with her. This lively, heartwarming novel by the
award-winning author of the Tales from Alcatraz series is full of marvels and surprises. Grade level : 3 - 7
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The Silver Arrow by Lev Grossman. Kate and her younger brother Tom lead dull,
uninteresting lives. And if their dull, uninteresting parents are anything to go by, they
don't have much to look forward to. Why can't Kate have thrilling adventures and save
the world the way people do in books? Even her 11th birthday is shaping up to be
mundane -- that is, until her mysterious and highly irresponsible Uncle Herbert, whom
she's never even met before, surprises her with the most unexpected, exhilarating,
inappropriate birthday present of all time: a colossal steam locomotive called the Silver
Arrow. This thrilling fantasy adventure will not only entertain young readers but inspire them to see the
beautiful, exciting, and precious world around them with new eyes. Grade level : 3 - 7
We Dream of Space by Erin Entrada Kelly. Cash, Fitch, and Bird Thomas are three
siblings in seventh grade together in Park, Delaware. In 1986, as the country waits
expectantly for the launch of the Space Shuttle Challenger, they each struggle with their
own personal anxieties. Told in three alternating points of view, We Dream of Space is
an unforgettable and thematically rich novel for middle grade readers.We Dream of
Space is illustrated throughout by the author. Grade level : 3 - 7
Amari and the Night Brothers by B.B. Alston. Amari Peters has never
stopped believing her missing brother, Quinton, is alive. Not even when the police told
her otherwise, or when she got in trouble for standing up to bullies who said he was
gone for good. So when she finds a ticking briefcase in his closet, containing a
nomination for a summer tryout at the Bureau of Supernatural Affairs, she’s certain the
secretive organization holds the key to locating Quinton—if only she can wrap her head
around the idea of magicians, fairies, aliens, and other supernatural creatures all being
real. Grade level : 3 - 7
The Sea In Winter by Christine Day. In this evocative and heartwarming novel for
readers who loved The Thing About Jellyfish, the author of I Can Make This Promise tells
the story of a Native American girl struggling to find her joy again. It’s been a hard year
for Maisie Cannon, ever since she hurt her leg and could not keep up with her ballet
training and auditions. Her blended family is loving and supportive, but Maisie knows
that they just can’t understand how hopeless she feels. With everything she’s dealing
with, Maisie is not excited for their family midwinter road trip along the coast, near the
Makah community where her mother grew up. But soon, Maisie’s anxieties and dark
moods start to hurt as much as the pain in her knee. How can she keep pretending to be strong when on
the inside she feels as roiling and cold as the ocean? Grade level : 3 - 7
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The Dog Who Saved the World by Ross Welford. When 12-year-old Georgie makes
friends with an eccentric retired scientist, she becomes the test-subject for a thrilling new
experiment: a virtual reality, 3D version of the future. Then a deadly virus threatens to
wipe out every dog in the country, and Georgie’s beloved dog Mr Mash gets sick. Which is
bad but worse is still to come. As the world is thrown into chaos, Georgie embarks on a
desperate quest: to save every dog on earth and all of humanity... ... without actually
leaving the room. Reading age : 8 - 12 years
Clues to the Universe by Christina Li. This #ownvoices debut about losing and finding
family, forging unlikely friendships, and searching for answers to big questions will
resonate with fans of Erin Entrada Kelly and Rebecca Stead. The only thing Rosalind Ling
Geraghty loves more than watching NASA launches with her dad is building rockets with
him. When he dies unexpectedly, all Ro has left of him is an unfinished model rocket
they had been working on together. Benjamin Burns doesn’t like science, but he can’t
get enough of Spacebound, a popular comic book series. Though Ro and Benji were only
supposed to be science class partners, the pair become unlikely friends. As the two face
bullying, grief, and their own differences, Benji and Ro must try to piece together clues
to some of the biggest questions in the universe. Grade level : 3 - 7
Many Points of Me by Caroline Gertler. When Georgia finds a secret sketch of her late
father—a famed artist—left behind, the discovery leads her down a path that may
reshape everything holding her family and friends together. Caroline Gertler’s debut is a
story about friendship, family, grief, and creativity. Fans of Rebecca Stead’s Goodbye
Stranger, Dan Gemeinhart’s The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise, and E. L.
Konigsburg’s From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler will find a new friend
in Georgia. Grade level : 3 - 7
Alone by Megan Freeman. Perfect for fans of Hatchet and the I Survived series, this
harrowing middle grade debut novel-in-verse from a Pushcart Prize–nominated poet tells
the story of a young girl who wakes up one day to find herself utterly alone in her small
Colorado town. Grade level : 5 - 6
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Parked by Danielle Svetcov. Jeanne Ann is smart, stubborn, living in an orange van, and
determined to find a permanent address before the start of seventh grade. Cal is
awkward, sensitive, living in a humongous house across the street, and determined to
save her. Jeanne Ann wants Cal's help just about as much as she wants to live in a van. As
the two form a tentative friendship that grows deeper over alternating chapters, they're
buoyed by a cast of complex, oddball characters, who let them down, lift them up, and
leave you cheering. Debut novelist Danielle Svetcov shines a light on a big problem
without a ready answer, pulling it off with the perfect balance of humor, heartbreak, and hope. Grade
level : 5 - 9
One Last Shot by John David Anderson. The beloved author of Ms. Bixby’s Last Day and
Posted returns with a humorous and heartwarming story of family, friendship, and
miniature golf. Grade level : 3 - 7

Dress Coded by Carrie Firestone. In this debut middle-grade girl-power friendship story, an
eighth grader starts a podcast to protest the unfair dress code enforcement at her middle
school and sparks a rebellion. Grade level : 5 - 6

Closer to Nowhere by Ellen Hopkins. For the most part, Hannah's life is just how she wants it.
She has two supportive parents, she's popular at school, and she's been killing it at
gymnastics. But when her cousin Cal moves in with her family, everything changes. Cal tells
half-truths and tall tales, pranks Hannah constantly, and seems to be the reason her parents
are fighting more and more. Nothing is how it used to be. She knows that Cal went through a
lot after his mom died and she is trying to be patient, but most days Hannah just wishes Cal
never moved in. Grade level : 5 - 6
Everything Sad is Untrue by Daniel Nayeri. At the front of a middle school classroom in
Oklahoma, a boy named Khosrou (whom everyone calls "Daniel") stands, trying to tell a
story. His story. But no one believes a word he says. To them he is a dark-skinned,
hairy-armed boy with a big butt whose lunch smells funny; who makes things up and
talks about poop too much. Like Scheherazade in a hostile classroom, Daniel weaves a
tale to save his own life: to stake his claim to the truth. And it is (a true story). It is
Daniel's. Grade level : 5 and up
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Allies by Alan Gratz. Alan Gratz, bestselling author of Refugee, weaves a stunning array of
voices and stories into an epic tale of teamwork in the face of tyranny -- and how just one
day can change the world. June 6, 1944: The Nazis are terrorizing Europe, on their evil
quest to conquer the world. The only way to stop them? The biggest, most top-secret
operation ever, with the Allied nations coming together to storm German-occupied France.
Welcome to D-Day. Grade level : 4 - 7

SPECIAL BOOKS
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone: MinaLima Edition edition by JK Rowling. A dazzling
new edition of J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, fully illustrated in
brilliant color and featuring exclusive interactive paper craft elements, including a foldout
Hogwarts letter and more! In this stunning new edition of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's
Stone, experience the story as never before. Grade level : 3 and up

