BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS BY: DANIELLE SVETCOV
Author, Parked

Danielle Svetcov is the author of Parked. Jeanne Ann is smart, stubborn, living in an
orange van, and determined to find a permanent address before the start of seventh
grade. Cal is awkward, sensitive, living in a humongous house across the street, and
determined to save her. Jeanne Ann wants Cal's help just about as much as she wants to
live in a van. As the two form a tentative friendship that grows deeper over alternating
chapters, they're buoyed by a cast of complex, oddball characters, who let them down,
lift them up, and leave you cheering. Grades 5-9.
________________________________________________
Wink by Rob Harrell. Ross Maloy just wants to be a normal seventh grader. He doesn't want
to lose his hair, or wear a weird hat, or deal with the disappearing friends who don't know
what to say to "the cancer kid." But with his recent diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, blending
in is off the table.Based on Rob Harrell's real life experience, and packed with comic panels
and spot art, this incredibly personal and poignant novel is an unforgettable, heartbreaking,
hilarious, and uplifting story of survival and finding the music, magic, and laughter in life's
weirdness. Recommended for ages 9-12.
Stand Up, Yumi Chung! by Jessica Kim. On the outside, Yumi Chung suffers from
#shygirlproblems, a perm-gone-wrong, and kids calling her "Yu-MEAT" because she
smells like her family's Korean barbecue restaurant. On the inside, Yumi is ready for her
Netflix stand-up special. Her notebook is filled with mortifying memories that she's
reworked into comedy gold. All she needs is a stage and courage. Instead of spending the
summer studying her favorite YouTube comedians, Yumi is enrolled in test-prep tutoring
to qualify for a private school scholarship, which will help in a time of hardship at the
restaurant. One day after class, Yumi stumbles on an opportunity that will change her
life: a comedy camp for kids taught by one of her favorite YouTube stars. The only problem is that the
instructor and all the students think she's a girl named Kay Nakamura--and Yumi doesn't correct them.
As this case of mistaken identity unravels, Yumi must decide to stand up and reveal the truth or risk
losing her dreams and disappointing everyone she cares about. For Grades 4-7.

When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed. Omar and his
younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their lives in Dadaab, a refugee camp in
Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough food, achingly dull, and without access to the
medical care Omar knows his nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar has the opportunity
to go to school, he knows it might be a chance to change their future . . . but it would also
mean leaving his brother, the only family member he has left, every day. For ages 9-12.
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Efren Divided by Ernesto Cisneros. Efrén Nava’s Amá is his Superwoman—or
Soperwoman, named after the delicious Mexican sopes his mother often prepares. Both
Amá and Apá work hard all day to provide for the family, making sure Efrén and his
younger siblings Max and Mía feel safe and loved. But Efrén worries about his parents;
although he’s American-born, his parents are undocumented. His worst nightmare comes
true one day when Amá doesn’t return from work and is deported across the border to
Tijuana, México. Now more than ever, Efrén must channel his inner Soperboy to help take
care of and try to reunite his family. Grade level : 3 - 7

The Best of Iggy by Annie Barrows. Meet 9-year-old Iggy Frangi. He's not a bad kid, he's
really not. Okay, so he's done a few (a few is anything up to 100) bad things. And okay, he's
not very sorry about most of them. People make a big deal about nothing. What's a little
pancake here and there? Is that something to get mad about? Iggy doesn't think so. No one
got hurt, so there's no problem. No one got hurt except for that one time, that one time
when the Best Idea Ever turned into the Worst Idea of All Time. For ages 8-12.

Echo Mountain by Lauren Wolk. After losing almost everything in the Great Depression,
Ellie’s family is forced to leave their home in town and start over in the untamed
wilderness of nearby Echo Mountain. Ellie has found a welcome freedom, and a love of the
natural world, in her new life on the mountain. But there is little joy after a terrible
accident leaves her father in a coma. An accident unfairly blamed on Ellie. Historical fiction
at its finest, Echo Mountain is celebration of finding your own path and becoming your
truest self. Grades 5-6.

Orphan Eleven by Gennifer Choldenko. Orphan Eleven is the story of four orphans who
have escaped from the Home for Friendless Children. One is Lucy, who used to talk and
sing. No one knows why she doesn't speak anymore; silence is her protection. The
orphans find work and new friends at a traveling circus. Lucy loves caring for the
elephants, but she must be able to speak to them, and to warn others of danger. If Lucy
doesn't find her voice, she'll be left behind when the circus goes on the rails. Meanwhile,
people are searching for Lucy, and her puzzling past is about to catch up with her. This
lively, heartwarming novel by the award-winning author of the Tales from Alcatraz series
is full of marvels and surprises. For Grades 3-7.

