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I  Am  Every  Good  Thing  by  Derrick  Barnes.   The  confident  Black  narrator  of  this  book  is                  
proud  of  everything  that  makes  him  who  he  is.  He's  got  big  plans,  and  no  doubt  he'll                   
see  them  through--as  he's  creative,  adventurous,  smart,  funny,  and  a  good  friend.              
Sometimes  he  falls,  but  he  always  gets  back  up.  And  other  times  he's  afraid,  because                 
he's  so  often  misunderstood  and  called  what  he  is  not.  So  slow  down  and  really  look                  
and  listen,  when  somebody  tells  you--and  shows  you--who  they  are.  There  are              
superheroes   in   our   midst!     Grade   level   :   Preschool   -   2   

  
Your  Name  is  a  Song  by  Jamilah  Thompkins-Bigelow.   Frustrated  by  a  day  full  of                
teachers  and  classmates  mispronouncing  her  beautiful  name,  a  little  girl  tells  her              
mother  she  never  wants  to  come  back  to  school.  In  response,  the  girl's  mother                
teaches  her  about  the  musicality  of  African,  Asian,  Black-American,  Latinx,  and  Middle              
Eastern  names  on  their  lyrical  walk  home  through  the  city.  Empowered  by  this               
newfound  understanding,  the  young  girl  is  ready  to  return  the  next  day  to  share  her                 
knowledge  with  her  class.   Your  Name  is  a  Song  is  a  celebration  to  remind  all  of  us                   
about   the   beauty,   history,   and   magic   behind   names.    Grade   level   :   Preschool   -   3   

  
Dozens  of  Doughnuts  by  Carrie  Finison.   LouAnn  (a  bear)  is  making  a  doughnut  feast                 
in  preparation  for  her  long  winter's  nap.  But  just  before  she  takes  the  first  bite,   DING                  
DONG !  Her  friend  Woodrow  (a  woodchuck)  drops  by.  LouAnn  is  happy  to  share  her                
doughnuts,  but  as  soon  as  she  and  Woodrow  sit  down  to  eat,   DING  DING !  Clyde  (a                  
raccoon)  is  at  the  door.  One  by  one,  LouAnn's  friends  come  over--Topsy  (an  opossum)                
and  then  Moufette  (a  skunk)  and  then  Chip  and  Chomp  (chipmunks)--until  it's  one  big                
party.  Louann  welcomes  her  surprise  guests  and  makes  batch  after  batch  of              
doughnuts,  always  dividing  them  equally  among  her  friends.  But  she  makes  one  BIG               

miscalculation.  Soon  LouAnn's  kitchen  is  bare,  winter  is  near,  and  she's  had  nothing  to  eat  at  all!   Grade                    
level   :   Preschool   -   2   

  
I  Talk  Like  a  River  by  Jordan  Scott.   When  a  boy  who  stutters  feels  isolated,  alone,  and                   
incapable  of  communicating  in  the  way  he'd  like,  it  takes  a  kindly  father  and  a  walk  by                   
the  river  to  help  him  find  his  voice.  Compassionate  parents  everywhere  will  instantly               
recognize  a  father's  ability  to  reconnect  a  child  with  the  world  around  him.  Poet                
Jordan  Scott  writes  movingly  in  this  powerful  and  ultimately  uplifting  book,  based  on               
his  own  experience,  and  masterfully  illustrated  by  Greenaway  Medalist  Sydney  Smith.             
A  book  for  any  child  who  feels  lost,  lonely,  or  unable  to  fit  in.   Grade  level  :  Preschool  -                     
3   
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Nana  Akua  Goes  to  School  by  Tricia  Elam  Walker.   It  is  Grandparents  Day  at  Zura's                  
elementary  school,  and  the  students  are  excited  to  introduce  their  grandparents  and              
share  what  makes  them  special.  Aleja's  grandfather  is  a  fisherman.  Bisou's             
grandmother  is  a  dentist.  But  Zura's  Nana,  who  is  her  favorite  person  in  the  world,                 
looks  a  little  different  from  other  grandmas.  Nana  Akua  was  raised  in  Ghana,  and,                
following  an  old  West  African  tradition,  has  tribal  markings  on  her  face.  Worried  that                
her  classmates  will  be  scared  of  Nana--or  worse,  make  fun  of  her--Zura  is  hesitant  to                 
bring  her  to  school.  Nana  Akua  knows  what  to  do,  though.  With  a  quilt  of  traditional                  

African  symbols  and  a  bit  of  face  paint,  Nana  Akua  is  able  to  explain  what  makes  her  special,  and  to  make                       
all   of   Zura's   classmates   feel   special,   too.    Grade   level   :   Preschool   -   3   

  
Watercress  by  Andrea  Wang.   Driving  through  Ohio  in  an  old  Pontiac,  a  young  girl's                
parents  stop  suddenly  when  they  spot  watercress  growing  wild  in  a  ditch  by  the                
side  of  the  road.  Grabbing  an  old  paper  bag  and  some  rusty  scissors,  the  whole                 
family  wades  into  the  muck  to  collect  as  much  of  the  muddy,  snail  covered                
watercress  as  they  can.  At  first,  she's  embarrassed.  Why  can't  her  family  get  food                
from  the  grocery  store?  But  when  her  mother  shares  a  story  of  her  family's  time  in                  
China,  the  girl  learns  to  appreciate  the  fresh  food  they  foraged.  Together,  they               
make  a  new  memory  of  watercress.  Andrea  Wang  tells  a  moving  autobiographical  story  of  a  child  of                   
immigrants  discovering  and  connecting  with  her  heritage,  illustrated  by  award  winning  author  and  artist                
Jason  Chin,  working  in  an  entirely  new  style,  inspired  by  Chinese  painting  techniques.  An  author's  note  in                   
the   back   shares   Andrea's   childhood   experience   with   her   parents.    Grade   level   :   Preschool   -   3   

  
Allergic  by  Megan  Wagner  Lloyd. At  home,  Maggie  is  the  odd  one  out.  Her  parents  are                  
preoccupied  with  the  new  baby  they're  expecting,  and  her  younger  brothers  are  twins  and                
always  in  their  own  world.  Maggie  thinks  a  new  puppy  is  the  answer,  but  when  she  goes  to                    
select  one  on  her  birthday,  she  breaks  out  in  hives  and  rashes.  She's  severely  allergic  to                  
anything  with  fur!  Can  Maggie  outsmart  her  allergies  and  find  the  perfect  pet?  With                
illustrations  by  Michelle  Mee  Nutter,  Megan  Wagner  Lloyd  draws  on  her  own  experiences               
with  allergies  to  tell  a  heartfelt  story  of  family,  friendship,  and  finding  a  place  to  belong.                  

Grade   level   :   3   -   7   
  

Twins  by  Varian  Johnson.   Maureen  and  Francine  Carter  are  twins  and  best  friends.  They               
participate  in  the  same  clubs,  enjoy  the  same  foods,  and  are  partners  on  all  their  school                  
projects.  But  just  before  the  girls  start  sixth  grade,  Francine  becomes  Fran  --  a  girl  who                  
wants  to  join  the  chorus,  run  for  class  president,  and  dress  in  fashionable  outfits  that  set                  
her  apart  from  Maureen.  A  girl  who  seems  happy  to  share  only  two  classes  with  her  sister!                   
Maureen  and  Francine  are  growing  apart  and  there's  nothing  Maureen  can  do  to  stop  it.                 
Are   sisters   really   forever?   Or   will   middle   school   change   things   for   good?    Grade   level   :   3   -   7     
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When  Stars  are  Scattered   by  Victoria  Jamieson.   Omar  and  his  younger  brother,  Hassan,               
have  spent  most  of  their  lives  in  Dadaab,  a  refugee  camp  in  Kenya.  Life  is  hard  there:  never                    
enough  food,  achingly  dull,  and  without  access  to  the  medical  care  Omar  knows  his                
nonverbal  brother  needs.  So  when  Omar  has  the  opportunity  to  go  to  school,  he  knows  it                  
might  be  a  chance  to  change  their  future  .  .  .  but  it  would  also  mean  leaving  his  brother,                     
the  only  family  member  he  has  left,  every  day.  Heartbreak,  hope,  and  gentle  humor  exist                 
together  in  this  graphic  novel  about  a  childhood  spent  waiting,  and  a  young  man  who  is                  
able  to  create  a  sense  of  family  and  home  in  the  most  difficult  of  settings.  It's  an  intimate,                    

important,  unforgettable  look  at  the  day-to-day  life  of  a  refugee,  as  told  to   New  York  Times Bestselling                  
author/artist  Victoria  Jamieson  by  Omar  Mohamed,  the  Somali  man  who  lived  the  story.   Grade                
level   :   4   -   7   

  
Katie  the  Catsitter  by  Colleen  A.  F.  Venable.   Katie  is  dreading  the  boring  summer  ahead                 
while  her  best  friends  are  all  away  at  camp--something  that's  way  out  of  Katie  and  her                  
mom's  budget,  UNLESS  Katie  can  figure  out  a  way  to  earn  the  money  for  camp  herself.  But                   
when  Katie  gets  a  job  cat-sitting  for  her  mysterious  upstairs  neighbor,  life  get  interesting.                
First,  Madeline  has  217  cats  (!)  and  they're  not  exactly  .  .  .  normal  cats.  Also,  why  is                    
Madeline  always  out  EXACTLY  when  the  city's  most  notorious  villain  commits  crimes?!  Is  it                
possible  that  Katie's  upstairs  neighbor  is  really  a  super  villain?  Can  Katie  wrangle  a  whole                 
lot  of  wayward  cats,  save  a  best  friendship  (why  is  Beth  barely  writing  back?  And  who's  this  boy  she                     
keeps  talking  about?!),  AND  crack  the  biggest  story  in  the  city's  history?  Some  heroes  have  capes  .  .  .                     
Katie   has   cats!    Grade   level   :   3   -   7   

  
Amari  and  the  Night  Brothers  by  B.  B.  Alston.   Amari  Peters  has  never  stopped  believing                 
her  missing  brother,  Quinton,  is  alive.  Not  even  when  the  police  told  her  otherwise,  or                 
when  she  got  in  trouble  for  standing  up  to  bullies  who  said  he  was  gone  for  good.  So  when                     
she  finds  a  ticking  briefcase  in  his  closet,  containing  a  nomination  for  a  summer  tryout  at                  
the  Bureau  of  Supernatural  Affairs,  she’s  certain  the  secretive  organization  holds  the  key  to                
locating  Quinton—if  only  she  can  wrap  her  head  around  the  idea  of  magicians,  fairies,                
aliens,  and  other  supernatural  creatures  all  being  real.  Now  she  must  compete  for  a  spot                 

against  kids  who’ve  known  about  magic  their  whole  lives.  No  matter  how  hard  she  tries,  Amari  can’t                   
seem  to  escape  their  intense  doubt  and  scrutiny—especially  once  her  supernaturally  enhanced  talent  is                
deemed  “illegal.”  With  an  evil  magician  threatening  the  supernatural  world,  and  her  own  classmates                
thinking  she’s  an  enemy,  Amari  has  never  felt  more  alone.  But  if  she  doesn’t  stick  it  out  and  pass  the                      
tryouts,   she   may   never   find   out   what   happened   to   Quinton.    Grade   level   :   3   -   7   
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Orphan  Eleven  by  Gennifer  Choldenko.   Four  orphans  have  escaped  from  the  Home  for               
Friendless  Children.  One  is  Lucy,  who  used  to  talk  and  sing.  No  one  knows  why  she  doesn't                   
speak  anymore;  silence  is  her  protection.  The  orphans  find  work  and  new  friends  at  a                 
traveling  circus.  Lucy  loves  caring  for  the  elephants,  but  she  must  be  able  to  speak  to                  
them,  and  to  warn  others  of  danger.  If  Lucy  doesn't  find  her  voice,  she'll  be  left  behind                   
when  the  circus  goes  on  the  rails.  Meanwhile,  people  are  searching  for  Lucy,  and  her                 
puzzling  past  is  about  to  catch  up  with  her.  This  lively,  heartwarming  novel  by  the                 
award-winning  author  of  the  Tales  from  Alcatraz  series  is  full  of  marvels  and  surprises.                

G rade   level   :   3   -   7   
  

Take  Back  the  Block  by  Chrystal  D.  Giles.   Wes  Henderson  has   the  best   style  in  sixth  grade.                   
That--and  hanging  out  with  his  crew  (his  best  friends  since  little-kid  days)  and  playing  video                 
games--is  what  he  wants  to  be  thinking  about  at  the  start  of  the  school  year,  not  the                   
protests  his  parents  are  always  dragging  him  to.  But  when  a  real  estate  developer  makes                 
an  offer  to  buy  Kensington  Oaks,  the  neighborhood  Wes  has  lived  his  whole  life,  everything                 
changes.  The  grownups  are  supposed  to  have  all  the  answers,  but  all  they're  doing  is                 
arguing.  Even  Wes's  best  friends  are  fighting.  And  some  of  them  may  be  moving.  Wes  isn't                  
about  to  give  up  the  only  home  he's  ever  known.  Wes  has  always  been  good  at  puzzles,  and  he  knows                      
there  has  to  be  a  missing  piece  that  will  solve  this  puzzle  and  save  the  Oaks.  But  can  he  find  it  .  .  .  before                           
it's   too   late?    Grade   level:   3   -7     

  
The  Lion  of  Mars  by  Jennifer  L.  Holm.   Bell  has  spent  his  whole  life  -  all  eleven  years  of  it  -                       
on  Mars.  But  he's  still  just  a  regular  kid  -  he  loves  cats,  any  kind  of  cake,  and  is  curious                      
about  the  secrets  the  adults  in  the  US  colony  are  keeping.  Like,  why  don't  have  contact                  
with  anyone  on  the  other  Mars  colonies?  Why  are  they  so  isolated?  When  a  virus  breaks                  
out  and  the  grown-ups  all  fall  ill,  Bell  and  the  other  children  are  the  only  ones  who  can                    
help.  It's  up  to  Bell  -  a  regular  kid  in  a  very  different  world  -  to  uncover  the  truth  and  save                       
his  family  ...  and  possibly  unite  an  entire  planet.  Mars  may  be  a  world  far,  far  away,  but  in                     
the  hands  of  Jennifer  L.  Holm,  beloved  and  bestselling  author  of   The  Fourteenth  Goldfish ,                

it   can't   help   but   feel   like   home.    Grade   level   :   3   -   7   
  

Parked  by  Danielle  Svetcov.   Jeanne  Ann  is  smart,  stubborn,  living  in  an  orange  van,  and                 
determined  to  find  a  permanent  address  before  the  start  of  seventh  grade.  Cal  is  awkward,                 
sensitive,  living  in  a  humongous  house  across  the  street,  and  determined  to  save  her.                
Jeanne  Ann  wants  Cal's  help  just  about  as  much  as  she  wants  to  live  in  a  van.  As  the  two                      
form  a  tentative  friendship  that  grows  deeper  over  alternating  chapters,  they're  buoyed  by               
a  cast  of  complex,  oddball  characters,  who  let  them  down,  lift  them  up,  and  leave  you                  
cheering.  Debut  novelist  Danielle  Svetcov  shines  a  light  on  a  big  problem  without  a  ready                 
answer,   pulling   it   off   with   the   perfect   balance   of   humor,   heartbreak,   and   hope.    G rade   level   :   5   -   7     
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Little  But  Fierce  by  Joan  Emerson.   Just  because  these  animals  are  small,  that  doesn't                
mean  they're  not  strong!  Each  mini  story  in  this  Level  2  reader  tells  the  true  tale  of  a  tiny                     
fighter  featured  on  The  Dodo's  "Little  but  Fierce"  series,  including  a  French  bulldog,  an                
alpaca,  and  a  squirrel.  These  animals  pushed  beyond  their  size  to  prove  just  how  big  their                  
hearts  could  be!  From  runts  of  the  litter  and  animals  with  disabilities,  these  tough                
creatures  showed  the  world  that  size  doesn't  matter.  Full-color  photos  of  these  adorable               
animals  and  simple  nonfiction  facts  are  featured  on  every  page.  The  Dodo  is  one  of  social                  

media's  most  popular  animal  brands,  with  over  33  million  followers!  Their  inspiring  stories  are  the                 
perfect  example  of  just  how  far  an  animal  can  go  when  they  have  the  love  of  a  supportive  human  by                      
their   side.    Grade   level   :   1   -   3   

  
  

Greek  Myths:  Meet  the  Heroes,  Gods,  and  Monsters  of  Ancient  Greece  by  Jean               
Menzies.   Including  Theseus  and  the  Minotaur,  The  Twelve  Labors  of  Heracles,  and  the               
escapades  of  Jason  and  the  Argonauts,  each  myth  is  told  in  engaging  modern  language,                
which  is  easy  for  children  to  understand  yet  still  retains  the  humor  and  intrigue  of  the                  
original  tales.  Stunning  illustrations  by  multi-award  winning  artist  Katie  Ponder  breathe             
new  life  into  each  classic  story.  Additional  feature  pages  delve  deeper  into  the  mythical                
world,  providing  profiles  of  the  gods.  The  reference  section  provides  key  background              
information,  such  as  Ancient  Greek  storytelling  and  the  incredible  beasts  of  the  myths,               
and  a  pronunciation  guide.   Greek  Myths  is  the  perfect  gift,  featuring  foil  on  the  cover  and  beautiful                   
illustrations  throughout.  Children  will  love  exploring  the  tales  by  themselves  or  as  bedtime  stories.  It  will                  
be   treasured   forever.    Grade   level   :   2   -   4   

  
  

History  Smashers:  Pearl  Harbor  by  Kate  Messner.   On  December  7,  1941,  the  Japanese               
launched  a  completely  unpredictable  attack  on  the  U.S.  Navy  base  at  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii.                
Right?  Well,  that's  not  quite  the  real  deal.  Some  military  experts   had  suggested  that  Pearl                 
Harbor  was  a  likely  target.  There  were  other  warning  signs,  too,  but  nobody  paid  much                 
attention.  From  the  first  wave  of  the  Japanese  bombers  to  the  United  States'  internment                
of  thousands  of  Japanese  Americans,  acclaimed  author  Kate  Messner  smashes  history  by              
exploring  the  little-known  truths  behind  the  story  of  Pearl  Harbor  and  its  aftermath.               
Grade   level   :   3   -   7   
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Rescuing  the  Declaration  of  Independence  by  Anna  Crowley  Redding.   These  are  the             
words  that  helped  found  our  nation.  Today  the  Declaration  of  Independence  is  one  of  the                 
United  States’  most  heavily  guarded  treasures,  but  during  the  War  of  1812  it  would  have                 
been  destroyed  if  not  for  one  man  whose  story  has  nearly  been  forgotten  by  time.  Come                  
along  on  this  historic  adventure  and  learn  how  one  ordinary  clerk  did  a  truly  extraordinary                 
thing.  As  a  clerk  for  the  State  Department,  Stephen  Pleasonton  spent  his  days  quietly                
immersed  in  paperwork.  He  never  expected  to  receive  an  urgent  message  telling  him  that               

the  British  army  was  on  its  way  to  the  capital.  And  that  the  documents  that  Stephen  was  entrusted                    
with—such  as  the   original  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the   original  Constitution—were  all  in               
danger!  It  fell  on  Stephen  to  get  our  nation’s  most  cherished  and  priceless  artifacts  safely  out  of                   
Washington!    Grade   level   :   Preschool   -   3   

  
Dinosaurs  are  Not  Extinct  by  Drew  Sheneman.   A  long,  long  time  ago,  planet  Earth                 
was  full  of  dinosaurs.  Giant  dinosaurs  that  ate  plants,  meat-eating  dinosaurs  that              
walked  on  two  feet,  dinosaurs  with  armored  frills—all  KINDS  of  dinosaurs.Until  an              
asteroid  appeared  in  the  sky.  A  big  one.  A  hot  one.  A  moving-very-fast  one.  When  it                  
hit,  most  of  the  plants  and  animals  on  Earth  went  extinct.  It  was  the  end  of  the                   
dinosaurs  .  .  .Or  was  it?  Actually,  the  latest  research  shows  that  the  dinosaurs  didn’t                 
all  go  extinct.  They’re  still  around  us  now.  In  fact,  you’ve  probably  seen  dinosaurs  at  the  park,  eaten                    
dinosaurs  for  dinner,  and  maybe  even  cleaned  dinosaur  poop  off  your  family’s  car.   Grade  level  :                  
Preschool   -   3   

  
  
  
  


