BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS BY: MARILYN WRONSKY
Children’s Librarian Emeritus, Corte Madera Library

One Little Bag: An Amazing Journey by Henry Cole. From a tall tree growing in the
forest, to the checkout counter at the grocery store, one little bag finds its way into the
hands of a young boy on the eve of his first day of school. And so begins an incredible
journey of one little bag that is used and reused and reused again. Preschool to Grade 3.
Vamos! Let's Eat by Raul the Third. Bilingual in a new way, this paper over board book
teaches readers simple words in Spanish as they experience the bustling life of a border
town. Follow Little Lobo and his dog Bernabe as they deliver supplies to a variety of
vendors, selling everything from sweets to sombreros, portraits to piñatas, carved masks
to comic books! Kindergarten to Grade 3.
The Best of Iggy by Annie Barrows. Meet 9-year-old Iggy Frangi. He's not a bad kid, he's really
not. Okay, so he's done a few (a few is anything up to 100) bad things. And okay, he's not very
sorry about most of them. People make a big deal about nothing. What's a little pancake here
and there? Is that something to get mad about? Iggy doesn't think so. No one got hurt, so
there's no problem. No one got hurt except for that one time, that one time when the Best
Idea Ever turned into the Worst Idea of All Time. For ages 8-12.
Echo Mountain by Lauren Wolk. After losing almost everything in the Great Depression,
Ellie’s family is forced to leave their home in town and start over in the untamed wilderness
of nearby Echo Mountain. Ellie has found a welcome freedom, and a love of the natural
world, in her new life on the mountain. But there is little joy after a terrible accident leaves
her father in a coma. An accident unfairly blamed on Ellie. Historical fiction at its finest, Echo
Mountain is celebration of finding your own path and becoming your truest self. Grades 5-6.
Parked by Danielle Svetcov. Jeanne Ann is smart, stubborn, living in an orange van, and
determined to find a permanent address before the start of seventh grade. Cal is awkward,
sensitive, living in a humongous house across the street, and determined to save her. Jeanne
Ann wants Cal's help just about as much as she wants to live in a van. As the two form a
tentative friendship that grows deeper over alternating chapters, they're buoyed by a cast of
complex, oddball characters, who let them down, lift them up, and leave you cheering.
Grades 5-9.
Adventures of Two Coast Miwok Children by Betty Goerke Marin County’s Coast Miwok
legacy comes vividly to life in Betty Goerke’s new historical fiction for grade school children
aged eight through twelve. The story explores the daily lives of a real boy and girl who lived
in neighboring villages on San Francisco Bay in the late 1700s. Published by the Mill Valley
Historical Society and available at the Mill Valley Public Library. School aged children.
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When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed. Omar and his
younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their lives in Dadaab, a refugee camp in
Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough food, achingly dull, and without access to the
medical care Omar knows his nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar has the opportunity
to go to school, he knows it might be a chance to change their future . . . but it would also
mean leaving his brother, the only family member he has left, every day. For ages 9-12.
Wink by Rob Harrell. Ross Maloy just wants to be a normal seventh grader. He doesn't want
to lose his hair, or wear a weird hat, or deal with the disappearing friends who don't know
what to say to "the cancer kid." But with his recent diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, blending in
is off the table.Based on Rob Harrell's real life experience, and packed with comic panels and
spot art, this incredibly personal and poignant novel is an unforgettable, heartbreaking,
hilarious, and uplifting story of survival and finding the music, magic, and laughter in life's
weirdness. Recommended for ages 9-12.
Eels: The Superpower Field Guide by Rachel Poliquin. Meet Olenka, an ordinary eel. Did I
hear you say, “but aren’t eels just long slippery, slimy fishy-things that . . . hmm . . . . Is
there anything else to know about eels?” You bet your buttons there is! Sit back and hold
on tight because Olenka is going to amaze you with superpowers such as double invisibility,
shape-shifting, and super secret Lair of the Abyss (that means a top-secret deep-sea
hideout). In fact, Olenka’s life is so impossibly extraordinary, it has baffled the smartest
scientists in the world for thousands of years. For Grades 3-7.
Overview: A New Way of Seeing Earth by Benjamin Grant. When astronauts look down at
our planet and see its vibrant surface shining against the blackness of space, they
experience the Overview Effect--a sense of awe, an awareness that everything is
interconnected, and an overwhelming desire to take care of our one and only home. For
ages 8-12.

