BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS BY: ANNIE BARROWS
Author of the Ivy & Bean series and The Best of Iggy series

Annie Barrows is the author of the Ivy & Bean series. Meet Ivy and Bean,
two friends who never meant to like each other: Ivy and Bean are very
different. Bean is loud and wild and goofy. She loves to be involved in
games and poke her nose in other people's business. Ivy is quiet and full
of ideas. She spends most of her time learning how to be a witch. Each girl
thinks the other one is weird. Each girl thinks she could never be friends
with the other. But sometimes opposites can become the best of friends
because they're opposites! Ms. Barrows is also the author of The Best of Iggy Series. Meet 9-year-old
Iggy Frangi. He's not a bad kid, he's really not. Okay, so he's done a few (a few is anything up to 100) bad
things. And okay, he's not very sorry about most of them. People make a big deal about nothing. What's
a little pancake here and there? Is that something to get mad about? Iggy doesn't think so. No one got
hurt, so there's no problem. No one got hurt except for that one time, that one time when the Best Idea
Ever turned into the Worst Idea of All Time.
________________________________________________

If You Come to Earth by Sophie Blackall. If You Come to Earth is a glorious guide to our
home planet, and a call for us to take care of both Earth and each other. This stunning
book is inspired by the thousands of children Sophie Blackall has met during her travels
around the world in support of UNICEF and Save the Children. This masterful and
moving picture book is a visually comprehensive guide to the earth, imbued with
warmth and humor. For Kindergarten through 3rd Grade.

The Blue House by Phoebe Wahl. In the tradition of Virginia Lee Burton's The
Little House comes a heartfelt story about a father and son learning to accept the
new while honoring and celebrating the old. For as long as he can remember, Leo
has lived in the blue house with his dad, but lately the neighborhood is changing.
People are leaving, houses are being knocked down, and shiny new buildings are
going up in their place. When Leo and his dad are forced to leave, they aren't
happy about it. They howl and rage and dance out their feelings. When the time
comes, they leave the blue house behind--there was never any choice, not really--but little by little, they
find a way to keep its memory alive in their new home. For ages 4-8.
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Good Dog, McTavish by Meg Rosoff. A dog with a plan adopts a chaotic family in a wry
comedy extolling the virtues of common sense. When Ma Peachey takes up yoga, the
rest of the family finds themselves abandoned to chaos: no one cooks dinner, no one
picks up the dirty laundry, the children are always late for school, and there is a good deal
of squabbling and squalor. Ma may be off finding inner peace, but irritable Pa Peachey,
glum Ava, and wannabe girl-charmer Ollie are falling apart. Only Betty, the sensible
youngest child, is wise enough to see that this family is in need of rescue. Enter McTavish,
a rescue dog who, true to his mission, is ready to teach this family some new tricks.
Getting the Peacheys to behave will take work, but if anyone can do it, McTavish can. After all, he’s a very
good dog — maybe even a psychological mastermind! For Grades 2-5.

Mac B. Kid Spy: Mac Cracks the Code by Mac Barnett. From secret identities to Karate
hijinks, this fast-paced, witty and historically inspired chapter book will keep readers
guessing until the very last page. With full-color illustrations and fascinating historical
facts masterfully sprinkled throughout, this series offers adventure, intrigue, absurdity,
history and humor. Discover this totally smart and side-splittingly funny series, and
experience what it's really like to be a kid spy. For Grades 2-5.

Everything Sad Is Untrue by Daniel Nayeri. At the front of a middle school classroom in
Oklahoma, a boy named Khosrou (whom everyone calls "Daniel") stands, trying to tell a
story. His story. But no one believes a word he says. To them he is a dark-skinned,
hairy-armed boy with a big butt whose lunch smells funny; who makes things up and
talks about poop too much. Like Scheherazade in a hostile classroom, Daniel weaves a
tale to save his own life: to stake his claim to the truth. And it is (a true story). It is
Daniel's. For Grade 5 and up.

The Silver Arrow by Lev Grossman. This thrilling fantasy adventure will not only entertain
young readers but inspire them to see the beautiful, exciting, and precious world around
them with new eyes. For Grades 3-7.

