BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS BY: BONNIE TSUI
Author, Sarah and The Big Wave

Bonnie Tsui is the author of the forthcoming book, Sarah and The Big Wave. Have
you ever seen a big wave? One that’s twenty, thirty, forty, even fifty feet tall? Here’s a
better question: Would you ever surf a big wave? Sarah Gerhardt did―and this is her
story. This tale of perseverance and indomitable spirit is about the first woman to ride
the waves at Mavericks, one of the biggest and most dangerous surf breaks in the
world. Ms. Tsui is also the author of Why We Swim and American Chinatown: A
People's History of Five Neighborhoods.
________________________________________________

Skunk and Badger by Amy Timberlake and Jon Klassen. Wallace and Gromit meets
Winnie-the-Pooh in a fresh take on a classic odd-couple friendship, from Newbery Honor
author Amy Timberlake with full-color and black-and-white illustrations throughout by
Caldecott Medalist Jon Klassen. Grade level : 3 - 7
Class Act by Jerry Craft. New York Times bestselling author Jerry Craft
returns with a companion book to New Kid, winner of the 2020 Newbery Medal, the
Coretta Scott King Author Award, and the Kirkus Prize. This time, it’s Jordan’s friend Drew
who takes center stage in another laugh-out-loud funny, powerful, and important story
about being one of the few kids of color in a prestigious private school.
Grade level : 3 - 7
Bloom by Kenneth Oppel. Three kids on a remote island seem immune to the toxic plants.
Anaya, Petra, Seth. They each have strange allergies--and yet not to these plants. What's
their secret? Can they somehow be the key to beating back this invasion? They'd better
figure it out fast, because it's starting to rain again. Grade level : 5 - 6
Fantastic Tales of Nothing by Alejandra Green and Fanny Rodriguez. This is the tale of
Nathan, an ordinary human (or so he thinks) living an ordinary life (or so he wishes).
Everything changes when he meets Haven, a mysterious creature who is neither human
nor volken. Oh, and the two of them are being chased by volken mercenaries—a grumpy
wolf named Bardou and a delightful crow named Sina. Nathan soon learns he has
mysterious powers. Grade level : 3 - 7
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A Wish in the Dark by Christina Soontornvat. A boy on the run. A girl determined to find
him. A compelling fantasy looks at issues of privilege, protest, and justice. Set in a
Thai-inspired fantasy world, Christina Soontornvat’s twist on Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables
is a dazzling, fast-paced adventure that explores the difference between law and justice —
and asks whether one child can shine a light in the dark. Grade level : 3 - 7

Dragon Hoops by Gene Luen Yang. In his latest graphic novel, Dragon Hoops, New York
Times bestselling author Gene Luen Yang turns the spotlight on his life, his family, and the
high school where he teaches. Gene understands stories―comic book stories, in
particular. Big action. Bigger thrills. And the hero always wins. But Gene doesn’t get sports.
What he doesn’t know yet is that this year’s basketball season is not only going to change
the high school basketball team members’ lives, but his own life as well.
Grade level : 10 - 12

You Matter by Christian Robinson. In this full, bright, and beautiful picture book,
many different perspectives around the world are deftly and empathetically
explored—from a pair of bird-watchers to the pigeons they’re feeding. Young readers
will be drawn into the luminous illustrations inviting them to engage with the world in
a new way and see how everyone is connected, and that everyone matters. Grade
level : Preschool - 3

Our Little Kitchen by Jillian Tamaki. In this lively, rousing picture book from
Caldecott Honoree Jillian Tamaki, a crew of resourceful neighbors comes together
to prepare a meal for their community. With a garden full of produce, a joyfully
chaotic kitchen, and a friendly meal shared at the table, Our Little Kitchen is a
celebration of full bellies and looking out for one another. Bonus materials
include recipes and an author’s note about the volunteering experience that
inspired the book. Grade level : Preschool - 3
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The Silver Arrow by Lev Grossman. Kate and her younger brother Tom lead dull,
uninteresting lives. And if their dull, uninteresting parents are anything to go by, they
don't have much to look forward to. Why can't Kate have thrilling adventures and save the
world the way people do in books? Even her 11th birthday is shaping up to be mundane -that is, until her mysterious and highly irresponsible Uncle Herbert, whom she's never
even met before, surprises her with the most unexpected, exhilarating, inappropriate
birthday present of all time: a colossal steam locomotive called the Silver Arrow. This
thrilling fantasy adventure will not only entertain young readers but inspire them to see the beautiful,
exciting, and precious world around them with new eyes. Grade level : 3 - 7

I Am the Wind by Michael Karg and Sophie Diao. With dynamic text and
atmospheric illustrations, this book invites you to celebrate the world all around us
through the unique perspective of the wind. Journey through the frozen forests and
bayou bogs, wonder at the northern lights, and meet unique animals like wolverines
and olinguitos along the way. Reading age : 4 - 8 years

