BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS BY: CLARE DOORNBOS
Children’s Book Buyer, Mr. Mopps’ Bookstore, Berkeley, California

Girl on a Motorcycle by Amy Novesky. I think this is the most beautiful picture book of
the year. The illustrations are reminiscent of 1960s fashion plates and the cover itself
with the lone woman on a motorcycle against a dark fuschia background is really
eye-catching. The book tells the story of French writer Anne-France Dautheville, the
first woman to go around the world by motorcycle. A globe trotting feast for the soul.
Grade level : Kindergarten - 4.
Love is Powerful by Heather Dean Brewer. A picture book that documents the first
Women's March from the point of view of a young girl (6 year old Mari) who
marched with her Mom, carrying a sign which said "Love is Powerful". Mari is based
on a real young activist and the illustrations include real faces from the crowd that
day. Grade level : Kindergarten - 3.
In a Jar by Deborah Marcero. Two rabbit friends collect things and store them in jars,
some real things and some magical. When one moves away the other finds a way to move
on and not forget the other. A charming picture book with detailed and complex artwork.
One for all the young collectors, or for anyone dealing with being far from loved ones.
Grade level : Preschool - 2.
Diana Princess of the Amazons by Shannon Hale. This graphic novel for younger readers is
exactly what we all want Wonder Woman to be. Young Diana is desperate for someone her
own age to play with, so when a girl is marooned on Themyscira, she's determined to be
friends with her, even if it means breaking the rules. A brilliant book about peer pressure
and friendship. Grade level : 3 - 7.
Revver the Speedway Squirrel by Sherri Duskey Rinker. The author of Goodnight,
Goodnight Construction Site brings us her first chapter book about a squirrel obsessed with
race cars. It's absurd, but it works well and I know new readers will end up rooting for
Revver to leave the tree and pursue his dream of racing cars. Grade level : 3 - 4.

The Great Upending by Beth Kephart. Two siblings on a remote farm are captivated by a
mysterious visitor to town. This reads like a classic chapter book because the writing is
both poetic and easily understood. Wonderful characters and a real sense of adventure
make this an exciting read, despite the slow pace of farm life. Grade Level: 6 - 9.
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Timo the Adventurer by Jonathan Garnier. The classic fantasy quest gets a thoughtful
reboot here in this graphic novel about a young boy who sets off to become a hero and
discovers he was not as prepared as he thought. There's a magical illustration style with
many imaginative friends and foes. Plus there are also journal entries where Timo tells
us more about how he feels and thinks. Grade level : 3 - 7.
The Incredible Dead Pets of Rex Dexter by Aaron Reynolds. Rex wishes for a pet. But
instead of getting his wish, he ends up with lots of ghost animals who follow him around
demanding that he investigate the zoo where they all died. This story is so funny that I
laughed out loud several times, even though I read it in the third week of the lockdown.
Yes there's a ghost gorilla with a ghost shark eternally biting his butt. But there are also
cleverer jokes and a long running theme of Rex's cluelessness which is hilarious. Grade
level : 3 - 7.
From the Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks. Zoe has never met her Dad, she
knows he's in prison, but her Mom never wants to talk about him. On her twelfth
birthday, Zoe gets a letter from her Dad and sets out to prove his innocence. Yes, this is
a book about the mass incarceration of Black men and about the activists who work for
justice for the falsely imprisoned. But it's also about a girl who loves to bake and is
figuring out family secrets. Clear-eyed and high quality contemporary fiction for
elementary school readers. Grade level : 3 - 7.
The Book of Fatal Errors by Dashka Slater. What would you do if you were the only
person who could see fairies and they asked for your help to get back to fairyland?
That's exactly what happens to Rufus in The Book of Fatal Errors and things only get
more complicated when he finds out that his annoying cousin Abigail can see the fairies
too. A sometimes scary story with great themes about secrets, unexpected friends and
of course magic. Grade level : 3 - 7.

