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Gennifer  Choldenko  is  the  author  of   Orphan  Eleven,          

One-Third  Nerd,   and  Al  Capone  Does  My  Shirts   and           

that  series .  Her  newest  release,  Orphan  Eleven,  is  the          

story  of  four  orphans  who  have  escaped  from  the  Home            

for  Friendless  Children.  One  is  Lucy,  who  used  to  talk            

and  sing.  No  one  knows  why  she  doesn't  speak           

anymore;  silence  is  her  protection.  The  orphans  find          

work  and  new  friends  at  a  traveling  circus.  Lucy  loves  caring  for  the  elephants,  but  she  must  be  able  to                      

speak  to  them,  and  to  warn  others  of  danger.  If  Lucy  doesn't  find  her  voice,  she'll  be  left  behind  when                      

the  circus  goes  on  the  rails.  Meanwhile,  people  are  searching  for  Lucy,  and  her  puzzling  past  is  about  to                     

catch  up  with  her.  This  lively,  heartwarming  novel  by  the  award-winning  author  of  the  Tales  from  Alcatraz                   

series   is   full   of   marvels   and   surprises.    For   Grades   3-7.     

                                      ________________________________________________   

  

  

We  Dream  of  Space ,  Erin  Entrada  Kelly.   Cash,  Fitch,  and  Bird  Thomas  are  three  siblings  in                  

seventh  grade  together  in  Park,  Delaware.  In  1986,  as  the  country  waits  expectantly  for                

the  launch  of  the  Space  Shuttle  Challenger,  they  each  struggle  with  their  own  personal                

anxieties.  Cash,  who  loves  basketball  but  has  a  newly  broken  wrist,  is  in  danger  of  failing                  

seventh  grade  for  the  second  time.  Fitch  spends  every  afternoon  playing  Major  Havoc  at                

the  arcade  on  Main  and  wrestles  with  an  explosive  temper  that  he  doesn’t  understand.                

And  Bird,  his  twelve-year-old  twin,  dreams  of  being  NASA’s  first  female  shuttle              

commander,  but  feels  like  she’s  disappearing.  The  Thomas  children  exist  in  their  own  orbits,  circling  a                  

tense  and  unpredictable  household,  with  little  in  common  except  an  enthusiastic  science  teacher  named                

Ms.  Salonga.  As  the  launch  of  the  Challenger  approaches,  Ms.  Salonga  gives  her  students  a  project—they                  

are  separated  into  spacecraft  crews  and  must  create  and  complete  a  mission.  When  the  fated  day  finally                   

arrives,   it   changes   all   of   their   lives   and   brings   them   together   in   unexpected   ways.    For   Grades   3-7.     

  

The  One  and  Only  Bob ,  Katherine  Applegate.   Bob  sets  out  on  a  dangerous  journey  in                 

search  of  his  long-lost  sister  with  the  help  of  his  two  best  friends,  Ivan  and  Ruby.  As  a                    

hurricane  approaches  and  time  is  running  out,  Bob  finds  courage  he  never  knew  he  had                 

and  learns  the  true  meaning  of  friendship  and  family.  Bob,  Ivan,  and  Ruby  have  touched                 

the   hearts   of   millions   of   readers,   and   their   story   isn’t   over   yet.    For   Grades   3-7.   
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King  and  the  Dragon  Flies ,  Kacen  Callender.   Twelve-year-old  Kingston  James  is  sure  his               

brother  Khalid  has  turned  into  a  dragonfly.  When  Khalid  unexpectedly  passed  away,  he               

shed  what  was  his  first  skin  for  another  to  live  down  by  the  bayou  in  their  small                   

Louisiana  town.  Khalid  still  visits  in  dreams,  and  King  must  keep  these  secrets  to  himself                 

as  he  watches  grief  transform  his  family.  It  would  be  easier  if  King  could  talk  with  his                   

best  friend,  Sandy  Sanders.  But  just  days  before  he  died,  Khalid  told  King  to  end  their                  

friendship,  after  overhearing  a  secret  about  Sandy-that  he  thinks  he  might  be  gay.  "You                

don't  want  anyone  to  think  you're  gay  too,  do  you?"  But  when  Sandy  goes  missing,  sparking  a  town-wide                    

search,  and  King  finds  his  former  best  friend  hiding  in  a  tent  in  his  backyard,  he  agrees  to  help  Sandy                     

escape  from  his  abusive  father,  and  the  two  begin  an  adventure  as  they  build  their  own  private  paradise                    

down  by  the  bayou  and  among  the  dragonflies.  As  King's  friendship  with  Sandy  is  reignited,  he's  forced                   

to   confront   questions   about   himself   and   the   reality   of   his   brother's   death.    For   Grades   3-7.     

  

Prairie  Lotus ,  Linda  Sue  Park.   A  powerful,  touching,  multilayered  book  about  a  girl               

determined  to  fit  in  and  realize  her  dreams:  getting  an  education,  becoming  a  dressmaker                

in  her  father’s  shop,  and  making  at  least  one  friend.  Acclaimed,  award-winning  author               

Linda  Sue  Park  has  placed  a  young  half-Asian  girl,  Hanna,  in  a  small  town  in  America’s                  

heartland,  in  1880.  Hanna’s  adjustment  to  her  new  surroundings,  which  primarily  means              

negotiating  the  townspeople’s  almost  unanimous  prejudice  against  Asians,  is  at  the  heart              

of  the  story.  Narrated  by  Hanna,  the  novel  has  poignant  moments  yet  sparkles  with                

humor,  introducing  a  captivating  heroine  whose  wry,  observant  voice  will  resonate  with  readers.   For                

Grades   5-7.     

  

Echo  Mountain ,  Lauren  Wolk.   After  losing  almost  everything  in  the  Great  Depression,              

Ellie’s  family  is  forced  to  leave  their  home  in  town  and  start  over  in  the  untamed                  

wilderness  of  nearby  Echo  Mountain.  Ellie  has  found  a  welcome  freedom,  and  a  love  of                 

the  natural  world,  in  her  new  life  on  the  mountain.  But  there  is  little  joy  after  a  terrible                    

accident  leaves  her  father  in  a  coma.  An  accident  unfairly  blamed  on  Ellie.Ellie  is  a  girl                  

who  takes  matters  into  her  own  hands,  and  determined  to  help  her  father  she  will  make                  

her  way  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  in  search  of  the  healing  secrets  of  a  woman  known                    

only  as  “the  hag.”  But  the  hag,  and  the  mountain,  still  have  many  untold  stories  left  to  reveal.  Historical                     

fiction  at  its  finest,  Echo  Mountain  is  celebration  of  finding  your  own  path  and  becoming  your  truest  self.                    

For   Grades   5-6.     
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The  Bridge  Home ,  Padma  Venkatraman.   Four  determined  homeless  children  make  a  life              

for  themselves  in  Padma  Venkatraman's  stirring  middle-grade  debut.  Life  is  harsh  on  the               

teeming  streets  of  Chennai,  India,  so  when  runaway  sisters  Viji  and  Rukku  arrive,  their                

prospects  look  grim.  Very  quickly,  eleven-year-old  Viji  discovers  how  vulnerable  they  are              

in  this  uncaring,  dangerous  world.  Fortunately,  the  girls  find  shelter--and  friendship--on             

an  abandoned  bridge  that's  also  the  hideout  of  Muthi  and  Arul,  two  homeless  boys,  and                 

the  four  of  them  soon  form  a  family  of  sorts.  And  while  making  their  living  scavenging  the                   

city's  trash  heaps  is  the  pits,  the  kids  find  plenty  to  take  pride  in,  too.  After  all,  they  are  now  the  bosses                        

of  themselves  and  no  longer  dependent  on  untrustworthy  adults.  But  when  illness  strikes,  Viji  must                 

decide  whether  to  risk  seeking  help  from  strangers  or  to  keep  holding  on  to  their  fragile,  hard-fought                   

freedom.    For   Grades   5-6.     

  

The  List  of  Things  That  Will  Not  Change ,  Rebecca  Stead.   After  her  parents'  divorce,  Bea's                 

life  became  different  in  many  ways.  But  she  can  always  look  back  at  the  list  she  keeps  in                    

her  green  notebook  to  remember  the  things  that  will  stay  the  same.  The  first  and  most                  

important:  Mom  and  Dad  will  always  love  Bea,  and  each  other.  When  Dad  tells  Bea  that                  

he  and  his  boyfriend,  Jesse,  are  getting  married,  Bea  is  thrilled.  Bea  loves  Jesse,  and  when                  

he  and  Dad  get  married,  she'll  finally  (finally!)  have  what  she's  always  wanted--a  sister.                

Even  though  she's  never  met  Jesse's  daughter,  Sonia,  Bea  is  sure  that  they'll  be  "just  like                  

sisters  anywhere."  As  the  wedding  day  approaches,  Bea  will  learn  that  making  a  new  family  brings                  

questions,  surprises,  and  joy,  and  readers  will  discover  why  the  New  York  Times  called  Rebecca  Stead  a                   

"writer   of   great   feeling."    For   Grades   3-7.   

  

Parked ,  Danielle  Svetcov.   Jeanne  Ann  is  smart,  stubborn,  living  in  an  orange  van,  and                

determined  to  find  a  permanent  address  before  the  start  of  seventh  grade.  Cal  is  awkward,                 

sensitive,  living  in  a  humongous  house  across  the  street,  and  determined  to  save  her.                

Jeanne  Ann  wants  Cal's  help  just  about  as  much  as  she  wants  to  live  in  a  van.  As  the  two                      

form  a  tentative  friendship  that  grows  deeper  over  alternating  chapters,  they're  buoyed  by               

a  cast  of  complex,  oddball  characters,  who  let  them  down,  lift  them  up,  and  leave  you                  

cheering.  Debut  novelist  Danielle  Svetcov  shines  a  light  on  a  big  problem  without  a  ready                 

answer,   pulling   it   off   with   the   perfect   balance   of   humor,   heartbreak,   and   hope.    For   Grades   5-9.   
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Muffled ,  Jennifer  Gennari.   Ten-year-old  Amelia  does  not  like  noise.  From  subway             

brakes  to  squeaky  sneakers,  she  is  sensitive  to  sound,  just  like  her  dad.  Amelia  has                 

always  worn  noise-canceling  headphones,  but  now  that  she’s  going  into  fifth  grade,  her               

parents  want  her  to  stop  wearing  them.  To  make  matters  worse,  she  must  learn  to  play                  

an  instrument!  Or,  as  Amelia  sees  it,  make  noise  on  purpose.  To  help  Amelia  cope,  her                  

father  gives  her  a  pair  of  earmuffs  to  wear  instead.  Even  with  her  new  earmuffs,  Amelia                  

struggles  at  school…until  she  gets  partnered  with  Madge  in  music  class.  Madge  is  loud                

and  bold  and  goofy—everything  Amelia  is  not.  And  so  Amelia  is  surprised  when  Madge                

wants  to  be  friends.  Still,  it’s  not  long  though  before  Amelia’s  quiet  nature  clashes  with  Madge’s  loud                   

personality.  And  when  Madge  disappears  after  an  argument,  Amelia  fears  Madge  might  be  in  trouble.  If                  

she’s  going  to  help  her  friend,  she  will  have  to  find  a  way  to  let  in  the  noisy  world  she’s  muffled  for  so                         

long.    For   Grades   3-7.   

  

Fighting  Words   by  Kimberly  Brubaker  Bradley.   Ten-year-old  Della  has  always  had  her              

older  sister,  Suki:  When  their  mom  went  to  prison,  Della  had  Suki.  When  their  mom's                 

boyfriend  took  them  in,  Della  had  Suki.  When  that  same  boyfriend  did  something  so                

awful  they  had  to  run  fast,  Della  had  Suki.  Suki  is  Della's  own  wolf--her  protector.  But  who                   

has  been  protecting  Suki?  Della  might  get  told  off  for  swearing  at  school,  but  she  has                  

always  known  how  to  keep  quiet  where  it  counts.  Then  Suki  tries  to  kill  herself,  and                 

Della's  world  turns  so  far  upside  down,  it  feels  like  it's  shaking  her  by  the  ankles.  Maybe                   

she's  been  quiet  about  the  wrong  things.  Maybe  it's  time  to  be  loud.  In  this  powerful  novel  that  explodes                     

the  stigma  around  child  sexual  abuse  and  leavens  an  intense  tale  with  compassion  and  humor,  Kimberly                  

Brubaker  Bradley  tells  a  story  about  two  sisters,  linked  by  love  and  trauma,  who  must  find  their  own                    

voices   before   they   can   find   their   way   back   to   each   other.    For   Grades   5-6.   

  

  

  

    

  


