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Lindsay  Lackey   is  the  author  of   All  the  Impossible  Things . Red’s  inexplicable  power  over                
the  wind  comes  from  her  mother.  Whenever  Ruby  “Red”  Byrd  is  scared  or  angry,  the                 
wind  picks  up.  And  being  placed  in  foster  care,  moving  from  family  to  family,  tends  to                  
keep  her  skies  stormy.  Red  knows  she  has  to  learn  to  control  it,  but  can’t  figure  out                   
how.  This  time,  the  wind  blows  Red  into  the  home  of  the  Grooves,  a  quirky  couple  who                   
run  a  petting  zoo,  complete  with  a  dancing  donkey  and  a  giant  tortoise.  With  their  own                  
curious  gifts,  Celine  and  Jackson  Groove  seem  to  fit  like  a  puzzle  piece  into  Red’s  heart.                  
But  just  when  Red  starts  to  settle  into  her  new  life,  a  fresh  storm  rolls  in,  one  she  knows                     
all  too  well:  her  mother.  For  so  long,  Red  has  longed  to  have  her  mom  back  in  her  life,                     

and  she’s  quickly  swept  up  in  the  vortex  of  her  mother’s  chaos.  Now  Red  must  discover  the  possible  in                     
the  impossible  if  she  wants  to  overcome  her  own  tornadoes  and  find  the  family  she  needs.  For  Grades                    
3-7.   
                                       ________________________________________________  

  

  

Something  to  Say   by  Lisa  Moore  Ramee.   Eleven-year-old  Jenae  doesn’t  have  any              

friends—and  she’s  just  fine  with  that.  She’s  so  good  at  being  invisible  in  school,  it’s                 

almost  like  she  has  a  superpower,  like  her  idol,  Astrid  Dane.  At  home,  Jenae  has  plenty                  

of  company,  like  her  no-nonsense  mama;  her  older  brother,  Malcolm,  who  is  home               

from   college   after   a   basketball   injury;   and   her   beloved   grandpa,   Gee.    For   Grades   3-7.     

  

The  Lonely  Heart  of  Maybelle  Lane  by  Kate  O'Shaughnessy.           

Eleven-year-old  Maybelle  Lane  collects  sounds.  She  records  the  Louisiana  crickets            

chirping,  Momma  strumming  her  guitar,  their  broken  trailer  door  squeaking.  But  the              

crown  jewel  of  her  collection  is  a  sound  she  didn't  collect  herself:  an  old  recording  of  her                   

daddy's  warm-sunshine  laugh,  saved  on  an  old  phone's  voicemail.  It's  the  only  thing  she                

has   of   his,   and   the   only   thing   she   knows   about   him.    For   Grades   3-7.   

  

Butts  Are  Everywhere   by  Jonathan  Stutzman,  illustrated  by  Heather  Fox.   Big  ones,              

little  ones,  round  ones  and  flat  ones,  furry  ones  and  prickly  ones--butts  are               

everywhere,  and  each  one  is  special!  These  powerful  muscles  make  it  possible  for               

people  and  animals  to  jump,  sit,  and  everything  in  between.  The  gluteus  really  is                

the  maximus!  This  funny,  sweet,  and  commercial  picture  book  celebrates  one  of              

our  most  useful  (and  hilarious)  body  parts,  and  is  sure  to  become  a  favorite                

read-aloud   for   children   and   parents   alike.    Preschool   through   Grade   3.     
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A  Game  of  Fox  and  Squirrels  by  Jenn  Reese.   After  an  incident  shatters  their  family,                  

eleven-year  old  Samantha  and  her  older  sister  Caitlin  are  sent  to  live  in  rural  Oregon  with                  

an  aunt  they've  never  met.  Sam  wants  nothing  more  than  to  go  back  to  the  way  things                   

were…  before  she  spoke  up  about  their  father's  anger.  When  Aunt  Vicky  gives  Sam  a                 

mysterious  card  game  called  "A  Game  of  Fox  &  Squirrels,"  Sam  falls  in  love  with  the                  

animal  characters,  especially  the  charming  trickster  fox,  Ashander.  Then  one  day             

Ashander  shows  up  in  Sam’s  room  and  offers  her  an  adventure  and  a  promise:  find  the                  

Golden  Acorn,  and  Sam  can  have  anything  she  desires.  But  the  fox  is  hiding  rules  that  Sam  isn't  prepared                     

for,  and  her  new  home  feels  more  tempting  than  she'd  ever  expected.  As  Sam  is  swept  up  in  the                     

dangerous  quest,  the  line  between  magic  and  reality  grows  thin.  If  she  makes  the  wrong  move,  she'll                   

lose   far   more   than   just   a   game.    For   Gr ades   5-9.   

  

Fighting  Words  by  Kimberly  Brubaker  Bradley.   Ten-year-old  Della  has  always  had  her              

older  sister,  Suki:  When  their  mom  went  to  prison,  Della  had  Suki.  When  their  mom's                 

boyfriend  took  them  in,  Della  had  Suki.  When  that  same  boyfriend  did  something  so                

awful  they  had  to  run   fast,  Della  had  Suki.  Suki  is  Della's  own  wolf--her  protector.  But                  

who  has  been  protecting  Suki?  Della  might  get  told  off  for  swearing  at  school,  but  she                  

has  always  known  how  to  keep  quiet  where  it  counts.  Then  Suki  tries  to  kill  herself,  and                   

Della's  world  turns  so  far  upside  down,  it  feels  like  it's  shaking  her  by  the  ankles.                  

Maybe  she's  been  quiet  about  the  wrong  things.  Maybe  it's  time  to  be  loud.  In  this                  

powerful  novel  that  explodes  the  stigma  around  child  sexual  abuse  and  leavens  an  intense  tale  with                  

compassion  and  humor,  Kimberly  Brubaker  Bradley  tells  a  story  about  two  sisters,  linked  by  love  and                  

trauma,  who  must  find  their  own  voices  before  they  can  find  their  way  back  to  each  other.   For  Grades                     

5-6.   

  

Red,  White,  and  Whole   by  Rajani  LaRocca.   Reha  feels  torn  between  two  worlds:               

school,  where  she’s  the  only  Indian  American  student,  and  home,  with  her  family’s               

traditions  and  holidays.  But  Reha’s  parents  don’t  understand  why  she’s            

conflicted—they  only  notice  when  Reha  doesn’t  meet  their  strict  expectations.  Reha             

feels  disconnected  from  her  mother,  or  Amma,  although  their  names  are  linked—Reha              

means  “star”  and  Punam  means  “moon”—but  they  are  a  universe  apart.  Then  Reha               

finds  out  that  her  Amma  is  sick.  Really  sick.  Reha,  who  dreams  of  becoming  a  doctor                  

even  though  she  can’t  stomach  the  sight  of  blood,  is  determined  to  make  her  Amma                 

well   again.   She’ll   be   the   perfect   daughter,   if   it   means   saving   her   Amma’s   life.    For   Grades   3-7.     
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Skulls!   by  Blair  Thornburgh,  illustrated  by  Scott  Campbell.   You  probably  don’t  think              

much  about  skulls.  So  what’s  the  big  deal  about  them?  Well,  every  head  of  every                 

person  you’ve  ever  seen  has  a  skull  inside.  And  that  includes  YOU!  This  smart,                

skull-positive  story  cheerfully  dispels  any  fears  kids  might  have  about  their  skeletons,              

flipping  our  view  of  skulls  from  a  spooky  symbol  to  a  fascinating,  cool,  and  crucial  part                  

of   our   bodies.    Preschool   through   Grade   3.     

  

The  Invisible  Boy   by  Alyssa  Hollingsworth.   Nadia  looks  for  adventure  in  the  pages  of                

her  Superman  comic  books,  until  a  mysterious  boy  saves  her  dog  from  drowning               

during  a  storm  and  then  disappears.  Now  she  finds  herself  in  the  role  of  Lois  Lane,                  

hunting  down  the  scoop  of  the  Invisible  Boy.  Suddenly  she’s  in  a  real-life  adventure                

that’s  far  more  dangerous  than  anything  in  her  comic  books.   The  Invisible  Boy  is  a                 

mystery  and  an  adventure  story,  as  well  as  a  story  about  child  labor  trafficking.  Alyssa                 

Hollingsworth  takes  a  difficult  subject  matter  and  makes  it  accessible  for  middle-grade              

readers.    For   Grades   4-6.     

  

The  Forest  of  Stars  by  Heather  Kassner.   Left  all  alone  after  her  mother  passes  away,                 

twelve-year-old  Louisa  LaRoche  watches  the  sky  for  her  father.  Long  ago,  a  powerful               

gust  of  wind  swept  through  town,  stealing  him  away  on  the  wings  of  his  untamed                 

magic―the  same  magic  that  stirs  within  Louisa.  As  if  she  is  made  of  hollow  bones  and                  

too  much  air,  her  feet  never  quite  touch  the  ground.  But  for  all  her  sky  gazing,  Louisa                   

finds  her  fortune  on  the  leaf-strewn  street  when  she  spots  a  gleaming  black-and-gold               

invitation―a  ticket  to  the  Carnival  Beneath  the  Stars.  If  her  father  fits  in  nowhere  else,                 

maybe  she’ll  find  him  there,  dazzling  crowds  alongside  the  other  strange  and             

wonderful  feats.  Only,  soon  after  she  arrives,  a  tightrope  act  ends  disastrously―and              

suspiciously.  As  fate  tugs  Louisa  closer  to  the  stars,  she  must  decide  if  she’s  willing  to  slip  into  the  injured                      

performer’s  role,  despite  the  darkness  plucking  at  the  carnival’s  magical  threads.  In   The  Forest  of  Stars ,                  

Heather  Kassner  weaves  a  spectacle  of  wondrous  magic,  unexpected  friendship,  and  dark  secrets.   For                

Grades   3-4.     
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What  Stars  Are  Made  Of   by  Sarah  Allen.   Twelve-year-old  Libby  Monroe  is  great  at                

science,  being  optimistic,  and  talking  to  her  famous,  accomplished  friends  (okay,  maybe              

that  last  one  is  only  in  her  head).  She’s  not  great  at  playing  piano,  sitting  still,  or  figuring                    

out  how  to  say  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time  in  real  life.  Libby  was  born  with  Turner                     

Syndrome,  and  that  makes  some  things  hard.  But  she  has  lots  of  people  who  love  her,                  

and  that  makes  her  pretty  lucky.  When  her  big  sister  Nonny  tells  her  she’s  pregnant,                 

Libby  is  thrilled―but  worried.  Nonny  and  her  husband  are  in  a  financial  black  hole,  and                 

Libby  knows  that  babies  aren’t  always  born  healthy.  So  she  strikes  a  deal  with  the                 

universe:  She’ll  enter  a  contest  with  a  project  about  Cecilia  Payne,  the  first  person  to  discover  what  stars                    

are  made  of.  If  she  wins  the  grand  prize  and  gives  all  that  money  to  Nonny’s  family,  then  the  baby  will  be                        

perfect.  Does  she  have  what  it  takes  to  care  for  the  sister  that  has  always  cared  for  her?  And  what  will  it                        

take   for   the   universe   to   notice?    For   Grades   5-9.     

  

From  the  Desk  of  Zoe  Washington   by  Janae  Marks.   Zoe  Washington  isn’t  sure  what  to                 

write.  What  does  a  girl  say  to  the  father  she’s  never  met,  hadn’t  heard  from  until  his  letter                    

arrived  on  her  twelfth  birthday,  and  who’s  been  in  prison  for  a  terrible  crime?  A  crime  he                   

says  he  never  committed.  Could  Marcus  really  be  innocent?  Zoe  is  determined  to  uncover                

the  truth.  Even  if  it  means  hiding  his  letters  and  her  investigation  from  the  rest  of  her                   

family.  Everyone  else  thinks  Zoe’s  worrying  about  doing  a  good  job  at  her  bakery                

internship  and  proving  to  her  parents  that  she’s  worthy  of  auditioning  for  Food  Network’s                

Kids  Bake  Challenge .  But  with  bakery  confections  on  one  part  of  her  mind,  and  Marcus’s  conviction                  

weighing  heavily  on  the  other,  this  is  one  recipe  Zoe  doesn’t  know  how  to  balance.  The  only  thing  she                     

knows   to   be   true:   Everyone   lies.    For   Grades    3-7.     

  

Quintessence  by  Jess  Redman.   Three  months  ago,  twelve-year-old  Alma  moved  to  the              

town  of  Four  Points.  Her  panic  attacks  started  a  week  later,  and  they  haven’t                

stopped―even  though  she’s  told  her  parents  that  they  have.  She’s  homesick  and  friendless               

and  every  day  she  feels  less  and  less  like  herself.  But  one  day  she  finds  a  telescope  in  the                     

town’s  junk  shop,  and  through  its  lens,  she  watches  a  star―a  star  that  looks  like  a                  

child―fall  from  the  sky  and  into  her  backyard.  Alma  knows  what  it’s  like  to  be  lost  and                   

afraid,  to  long  for  home,  and  she  knows  that  it’s  up  to  her  to  save  the  star.  And  so,  with  the                       

help  of  some  unlikely  new  friends  from  Astronomy  Club,  she  sets  out  on  a  quest  that  will  take  a  little  bit                       

of   science,   a   little   bit   of   magic,   and   her   whole   self.    For   Grades   3-7.     

    

  


