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Rachel  Levin   is  the  author  of   Look  Big:  And  Other  Tips  for  Surviving  Animal  Encounters                 
of  All  Kinds .   As  humans  encroach  on  wild  places,  encounters  with  animals--from  bears,               
bison,  mountain  lions,  and  mice  to  turkeys,  ticks,  rats,  and  raccoons--have  become              
increasingly  commonplace.  But,  wait,  what  are  the  rules  for  facing  a  moose  up  close?  Do                 
you  run  from  a  coyote  or  stand  your  ground?  How  deadly,  really,  are  black  widow  spiders,                  
rattlesnakes,  and  sharks?  Packed  with  expert  tips,  fascinating  animal  facts,  and  harrowing              
true  tales  (from  writers  like  Samin  Nosrat  and  Peter  Orner),   Look  Big  is  a  must-have                 

survival  guide  for  outdoor,  urban,  and  suburban  adventurers  alike.  If  you  have  ever  feared  the  approach                  
of   a   grizzly,   the   spray   of   a   skunk,   or   an   army   of   cockroaches   in   the   kitchen,   this   book   is   for   you.    All   ages.   
                                       ________________________________________________  

  

Everything  Sad  is  Untrue  by  Daniel  Nayeri. At  the  front  of  a  middle  school  classroom  in                

Oklahoma,  a  boy  named  Khosrou  (whom  everyone  calls  "Daniel")  stands,  trying  to  tell  a                

story.  His  story.  But  no  one  believes  a  word  he  says.  To  them  he  is  a  dark-skinned,                   

hairy-armed  boy  with  a  big  butt  whose  lunch  smells  funny;  who  makes  things  up  and  talks                  

about  poop  too  much.  But  Khosrou's  stories,  stretching  back  years,  and  decades,  and               

centuries,  are  beautiful,  and  terrifying,  from  the  moment  his  family  fled  Iran  in  the  middle                

of  the  night  with  the  secret  police  moments  behind  them.  We  bounce  between  a  school  bus  of  kids                    

armed  with  paper  clip  missiles  and  spitballs  to  the  heroines  and  heroes  of  Khosrou's  family's  past.   For                   

Grades   5   and   up.   

  

Incredible  Women  of the  All-American  Girls  Professional  Baseball         

League  by Anika Orrock.   This  book  chronicles  the  history  of  the  All-American  Girls            

Professional  Baseball  League  and  the  stories  of  the  first  women  to  play  professional               

baseball  in  a  league  of  their  own.  In  this  heartwarming  illustrated  history,  the  League's                

story  is  told  by  the  ones  who  know  it  best:  the  players.  Author  Anika  Orrock  collects  a                   

variety  of  funny,  charming,  wince-worthy,  and  powerful  vignettes  told  by  the  players              

themselves   about   their   time   playing   the   American   pastime.    For   Grades   4-7.     

  

Parked  by  Danielle Svetcov.   Jeanne  Ann  is  smart,  stubborn,  living  in  an  orange  van,  and               

determined  to  find  a  permanent  address  before  the  start  of  seventh  grade.  Cal  is  awkward,                 

sensitive,  living  in  a  humongous  house  across  the  street,  and  determined  to  save  her.                

Jeanne  Ann  wants  Cal's  help  just  about  as  much  as  she  wants  to  live  in  a  van.  As  the  two                      

form  a  tentative  friendship  that  grows  deeper  over  alternating  chapters,  they're  buoyed  by               

a  cast  of  complex,  oddball  characters,  who  let  them  down,  lift  them  up,  and  leave  you                  

cheering.  Debut  novelist  Danielle  Svetcov  shines  a  light  on  a  big  problem  without  a  ready  answer,  pulling                   

it   off   with   the   perfect   balance   of   humor,   heartbreak,   and   hope.    For   Grades   5-9.   
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Our  Little  Kitchen  by  Jillian Tamaki.   Tie  on  your  apron!  Roll  up  your  sleeves!  Pans  are                

out,  oven  is  hot,  the  kitchen’s  all  ready!  Where  do  we  start?  In  this  lively,  rousing                  

picture  book  from  Caldecott  Honoree  Jillian  Tamaki,  a  crew  of  resourceful  neighbors              

comes  together  to  prepare  a  meal  for  their  community.  With  a  garden  full  of                

produce,  a  joyfully  chaotic  kitchen,  and  a  friendly  meal  shared  at  the  table,  Our  Little                 

Kitchen  is  a  celebration  of  full  bellies  and  looking  out  for  one  another.  Bonus                

materials  include  recipes  and  an  author’s  note  about  the  volunteering  experience  that  inspired  the  book.                 

Preschool   through   3rd   Grade.   

  

The  Newspaper  Club  by  Beth  Vrabel.   Nellie  Murrow  --  the  daughter  of  two  (former)                

newspaper  reporters  --  was  named  after  one  of  the  fiercest  journalists  who  ever  lived.                

When  she  moves  to  sleepy  Bear  Creek,  Maine,  rumors  of  vandalism  and  attacks  at  the                 

only  park  in  town  are  keeping  her  saddled  to  the  house.  Some  townspeople  say  the                 

attacks  are  gang  recruitments.  Others  blame  a  vagrant  spotted  on  the  hiking  trails  around                

town.  But  when  Nellie  thinks  like  a  reporter,  none  of  those  explanations  make  sense.                

Something  is  happening  at  the  park,  but  what?  All  of  the  fake  online  news  and  rumors                  

are  clouding  the  truth.  Nellie  wants  to  break  the  story  --  and  break  free  from  the  front  yard  --  but  she                       

can't  do  it  alone.  She  needs  a  whole  club  if  she's  going  to  start  the  Cub  Report,  the  town's  first                      

independent  newspaper.  Creating  a  newspaper  from  scratch  is  going  to  be  tough;  but  for  Nellie,  making                  

friends   is   even   harder.    Grades   3-5.     

  

Bones:  An  Inside  Look  at  the  Animal  Kingdom  by  Jules  Howard.   This  book  takes  the                

reader  on  a  fascinating  journey  through  the  biological  history  of  the  skeletal  system  in                

the  animal  kingdom.  With  sections  focusing  on  different  abilities  and  features,  from              

biting  and  flying  to  jaws,  tails,  and  more,  this  exciting  collection  explains  how  animals’                

amazing   bodies   have   adapted   to   allow   them   to   do   so   many   different   things.    Grades   2-5.     

  

  

Skunk  &  Badger  by Amy  Timberlake.   Newbery  Honor  author  Amy  Timberlake  spins  the             

first  tale  in  a  series  about  two  opposites  who  need  to  be  friends.  New  York  Times                  

bestselling  author/illustrator  and  Caldecott  Medalist  Jon  Klassen  completes  the  book            

with  his  signature  lushly  textured  art.  This  beautifully  bound  edition  contains  both              

full-color  plates  and  numerous  black-and-white  illustrations.  Skunk  and  Badger  is  a  book              

you’ll   want   to   read,   reread,   and   read   out   loud   .   .   .   again   and   again.    For   Grades   3-7.     
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Outside  In  by  Deborah  Underwood.   Outside  In  reminds  emerging  readers  of  the             

ways  nature  creates  and  touches  our  lives  in  homes,  apartments,  and  cars,  and  is  the                 

perfect  homeschooling  tool  to  reflect  on  the  world’s  connectedness.  Outside  is             

waiting,  the  most  patient  playmate  of  all.  The  most  generous  friend.  The  most               

miraculous  inventor.  This  thought-provoking  picture  book  poetically  underscores  our           

powerful  and  enduring  connection  with  nature,  not  so  easily  obscured  by  lives  spent               

indoors.   For    Preschool   to   Grade   3.   

  

When  Stars  Are  Scattered   by  Victoria  Jamieson and  Omar  Mohame.   Omar  and  his              

younger  brother,  Hassan,  have  spent  most  of  their  lives  in  Dadaab,  a  refugee  camp  in                

Kenya.  Life  is  hard  there:  never  enough  food,  achingly  dull,  and  without  access  to  the                 

medical  care  Omar  knows  his  nonverbal  brother  needs.  So  when  Omar  has  the               

opportunity  to  go  to  school,  he  knows  it  might  be  a  chance  to  change  their  future  .  .  .  but                      

it  would  also  mean  leaving  his  brother,  the  only  family  member  he  has  left,  every  day.                  

Heartbreak,  hope,  and  gentle  humor  exist  together  in  this  graphic  novel  about  a               

childhood  spent  waiting,  and  a  young  man  who  is  able  to  create  a  sense  of  family  and  home  in  the  most                       

difficult  of  settings.  It's  an  intimate,  important,  unforgettable  look  at  the  day-to-day  life  of  a  refugee,  as                   

told  to  New  York  TimesBestselling  author/artist  Victoria  Jamieson  by  Omar  Mohamed,  the  Somali  man               

who   lived   the   story.    Grades   4-7.   

  

Sarah  &  the  Big Wave  by  Bonnie  Tsui.   Have  you  ever  seen  a  big  wave?  One  that’s  twenty,                  

thirty,  forty,  even  fifty  feet  tall?  Here’s  a  better  question:  Would  you  ever  surf  a  big  wave?                   

Sarah  Gerhardt  did―and  this  is  her  story.  This  tale  of  perseverance  and  indomitable  spirit                

is  about  the  first  woman  to  ride  the  waves  at  Mavericks,  one  of  the  biggest  and  most                   

dangerous   surf   breaks   in   the   world.    For   ages   4-8.    

  

  

  


